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Abstract
Background: Children’s positive socialisation to alcohol is associated with early initiation of drinking and alcoholrelated harm in adult life. Internationally, there have been reports of adults’ alcohol consumption at school events
in the presence of children. The aim of this research was to identify the conditions under which Australian schools
are required to apply for a liquor licence and the associated prevalence of liquor licences for these events where
children were likely to be present.
Methods: A document review was conducted to examine temporary liquor licensing legislation. Quantitative
analysis was used to examine relevant licensing data. Coding criteria was developed to determine school type,
student year levels and the likely presence of children.
Results: Four jurisdictions provided data on 1817 relevant licences. The average annual licences/100 schools was
highest amongst Independent schools followed by Catholic and public (government) schools. The rates were
highest in Queensland and Victoria where children were present at 61% and 32% of events respectively.
Conclusions: While there are legislative differences across jurisdictions, the prevalence of adults’ alcohol use at
school events in the presence of children may reflect the various education department policies and principals’ and
school communities’ beliefs and attitudes. Licences are not required for all events where liquor is consumed so the
prevalence of adults’ use of alcohol at school events is likely to be higher than our analyses imply. Such practices
may undermine teaching about alcohol use in the school curriculum and health promotion efforts to develop
alcohol-free events when children are present.
Keywords: Alcohol, Schools, Children

Background
Early initiation to drinking and risky use of alcohol by
children and adolescents is associated with significant
harm and alcohol dependence in adult life [1, 2]. Parents
play a critical role in guiding their children’s perceptions
and use of alcohol. For example, parental approval and
use of alcohol is positively associated with children’s
susceptibility to alcohol use initiation [3]. Schools also
have a role in teaching young people about alcohol. This
is generally embedded in curriculum [4], however, it is
likely that schools can also influence alcohol perceptions
and possibly use when adults consume alcohol at school
events in the presence of children.
There have been media reports of adults consuming
alcohol, when children are present, at school events in
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Australia and England and from the United States (US)
[5–7]. The US and English reports have been described
as school fundraising events (such as fetes or fairs),
sporting days and discos. However, scientific publications in the area are limited. Two Australian studies of
principals from New South Wales (NSW) and Victorian
public (government) secondary schools (children aged
12–19 years) found that enrolled students and other
children were present at school events when adults were
consuming alcohol [8, 9]. These events occurred both
on and off school premises and included graduations,
debutante balls, fundraising, sporting/musical events and
welcome barbeques [8, 9]. Principals’ support for these
practices were positively associated with adults’ use of
alcohol at such events [8]. Similarly, parents’ who agreed
with such practices reported significantly higher alcohol
consumption scores than parents who disagreed [10].
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There is strong evidence for the positive association
between alcohol availability and consumption [11]. One
evidence-based strategy for reducing alcohol availability
is the use of licensing [11]. Liquor licensing is used in
142 countries to determine the conditions under which
alcohol may be sold and supplied [12]. In Australia,
licensing requirements differ across states and territories [13]. The conditions under which alcohol is available at Australian school events, whether held onsite or
elsewhere, are subject to both state/territory liquor licensing laws and education department policies. The
latter may reflect the principles of legislation but vary
widely and can be difficult to interpret [14]. Education
department policies apply to public schools only and
the existence and content of such policies in the Catholic and Independent school sectors is not known [14].
Licensing requirements for events held on school premises vary across Australian jurisdictions. The licence type
is that of one-off community event categories [15–22]. A
review of relevant education department policies on this
issue found large variations [14]. No written policy exists
in Queensland while in Victoria, much of the decisionmaking responsibility about adults’ use of alcohol at
school events is devolved to the principal and school
council [23, 24]. In contrast, the NSW the policy is very
explicit; the consumption of alcohol at any school event
(either on or off school premises) when any school children are present is not permitted [25].
Little is known about the conditions under which alcohol is available at school functions either on or off
school premises. The aim of this research was to identify
and compare the legal conditions under which Australian State and Territory Catholic, Independent and public primary and secondary schools, attended by children
aged 4–19 years of age, are required to apply for a liquor
licence and the associated prevalence of liquor licences
granted to schools during 2012–14. In particular, we
sought to identify the proportion of licences granted for
events where children were likely to be present. We
sought to identify if there was any relationship between
liquor licensing conditions and the prevalence of liquor
licenses issued to schools.

Methods
Study design

A document review was used to identify the circumstances under which Australian schools are required to
obtain liquor licences, and a quantitative analysis of
secondary data was used to determine the prevalence of
them doing so.
Data sources

In February 2015, liquor licensing legislation (Acts
(including Amendments) and Regulations) from eight
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jurisdictions (NSW, Victoria, Queensland, Western
Australia (WA), South Australia (SA), Tasmania,
Northern Territory (NT), Australian Capital Territory
(ACT)) were accessed via the internet. Representatives
from the associated government departments in each
State and Territory were contacted via telephone to
verify these were current versions.
Raw data for all liquor licences issued to educational
settings for a recent twelve month period were requested
from seven jurisdictions (NT was excluded). In the absence of a specific identifier of licences issued to schools
with students under the age of 18, department representatives were asked to filter their database to provide
details of licences that included any of the following:
“primary/secondary/junior/senior/school”. The details
requested included location (postcode), title of the event,
type/name of school and duration of licence. Both quantitative and qualitative data that provided information
about licences granted to schools was requested. Except
for one jurisdiction, data were provided free of charge.
In NSW data were provided at a cost of AU$50/month
of data access.
Data cleaning and analysis

State and Territory liquor licensing legislation was
reviewed and summarised under the following headings:
relevant liquor legislation, title of the licence applicable
for school related events, circumstances when a licence is
required, any associated exemptions and/or restrictions,
and the cost of applications.
Numerical and text licensing data was provided in an
Excel spreadsheet. Data cleaning included removing temporary licences issued to community (e.g. street markets)
and educational settings attended by adults only (e.g.
university colleges). Except in NSW, less than 10% of records were excluded: (Victoria 65/639 (10%); Queensland
28/1120 (3%); Western Australia (WA) 0/128). The NSW
records were unable to be filtered by the requested criteria
and so included permanent (i.e. commercial > one occasion) licences. Of the 222,526 NSW records 22,503
(>99.9%) were excluded. After data cleaning, all fields were
converted into quantitative variables to enable comparisons. Using the school names and internet confirmation,
schools were coded by sector (Catholic, Independent,
public: based on predominant funding source) and year
level (primary: students aged 4–13 years, secondary: students aged 11–19 years, or combined primary/secondary
schools: students aged 4–19 years). Schools were coded
into metropolitan, regional and remote locations based on
the Australian Standard Geographical Classification system [26]. This enabled geographical comparisons of licensing within jurisdictions. In the absence of quantitative
data, qualitative text was used to identify the presence of
children/students at licence events. Specifically, events

Ward et al. BMC Public Health (2018) 18:72

such as fetes/fairs/fiestas, musicals/concerts/productions,
presentations, beginning/end of year BBQ, art/fashion
shows or events that were held outdoors were coded as
having children/students present. To enhance coding
reliability, 10% of records from each data set were independently coded by two researchers and differences were
discussed until consensus was reached.
Data were analysed using descriptive statistics. The total
number of schools across each sector were obtained from
the Australian Bureau of Statistics [27] and differ by
jurisdiction.
Ethics

Approval for secondary data analysis was provided by
Monash University Human Research Ethics Committee
(2014–5650-5479).

Results
The current and recent conditions under which Australian
schools, attended by children aged 4–19 years of age, are
required to apply for a liquor licence and the associated
prevalence of licences granted during 2012–2014 varied
across jurisdictions.
Licensing legislation

As per Table 1, the title, circumstances, exemptions, restrictions and cost of liquor licences that apply to school
based applications varied across time and jurisdictions.
Historically, all jurisdictions required schools to apply
for a licence when alcohol was sold. Amendments to the
legislation in WA (2011), Queensland (2013) and NSW
(2015) means a licence is no longer required for the sale
of alcohol at many school functions (e.g. ‘small occasional
functions’ (WA) and fundraising events (Queensland and
NSW) (Table 1). The permissiveness or otherwise of
licensing conditions (i.e. restrictions and requirements)
differ across jurisdictions in relation to the number of
one-off events covered by a single licence, the primary
purpose of the event, responsible service of alcohol (RSA)
certification requirements, type of containers to be used,
number of bars and their opening hours. Similarly, the financial costs associated with gaining a licence vary from
AU$20 in the Northern Territory to AU$107 in WA (assuming attendance is limited to 500 people).
Licences issued

As per Table 2, four States (NSW, Victoria, Queensland,
WA) provided data on 1817 relevant licences. The annual rate of licences issued/100 Catholic, Independent
and public schools was highest in Queensland and lowest in NSW. The rates in Queensland were more than
twice those in Victoria, five times those in WA and sixty
times those in NSW.
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The average annual licences/100 schools was highest
amongst Independent schools followed by Catholic and
public schools. This was consistent with the weighted
average results across all jurisdictions. In Victoria, the
Independent school sector had the highest rate of accessing liquor licences followed by the Catholic and public
sector schools. By contrast, in Queensland and WA, the
Catholic and Independent school sectors had comparatively high rates of liquor licences. In Queensland, the
rates of liquor licences issued to Catholic and Independent schools was 89 and 64 times higher than in NSW,
6.2 and 1.8 times higher than in WA and 4.5 and 1.8
times higher those in Victoria.
The weighted average rate of licences granted/100
schools was lowest amongst primary schools, followed by
secondary schools and highest amongst combined
primary/secondary schools. In Queensland and Victoria
there were variations in permits by school year level, with
combined primary and secondary schools (primary to year
12, ages 4–19 years) most likely to obtain licences. However, in Queensland a higher proportion of secondary
schools (students aged 11–19 years) obtained licences
than primary schools (students aged 4–13 years), whereas
in Victoria a similar proportion of primary and secondary
schools obtained licences. In WA and Victoria, a low
proportion of primary schools, and similar proportion of
secondary and combined schools obtained licences.
Within jurisdictions there was no difference in the
rate of licensing between metropolitan, regional or remote locations.
The vast majority of licences were issued for one day.
Victorian schools were slightly more likely to apply for
licences of more than 14 days duration. WA schools, although having a lower rate of total licences, were more
likely to receive licences that were between 2 and 14 days
duration. Children were present at 32% of the Victorian
and 61% of the Queensland school events.

Discussion
This is the first review of liquor licensing legislation and
the associated granting of licenses for school events where
children might be present. The findings demonstrate legislative variation and practices across jurisdictions. While
the results may reflect differences in the ease of obtaining
a licence or relative permissiveness of licensing requirements, there is no clear relationship between liquor legislation and the prevalence of licences issued for school
events where children may be present.
Licensing legislation alone does not appear to explain
the relatively high annual licensing rates in Queensland
and Victoria and in contrast, the relatively low rates in
NSW. Instead, the clarity of education department policies across jurisdictions might explain our findings.

Limited licence[16] (s 36, [39] r 3)

Sale or supply of alcohol at functions
[16] (ss 36(1)(a)(ii), (2))

Since March 2015, non-profit organisations Alcohol provided free of charge or
may hold up to 6 ‘fundraising’ functions
raffled.[17] (s 136(1), [45])
per year without permit. [16] (s 6(5), [44])

Title of permit/licence applicable
for school-related events

Circumstances when licence/permit
required

Exemptions from requirement for
permit (that applies to some of the
data used in this research study)b

Community liquor permit[18] (s 103C)

Liquor Act 1992 [18] and Regulations 2002
[43]

Queensland

Liquor Licensing Act 1997 [22] and
Regulations [47]

Limited licence - sale of liquor[22] (s 41) Special permit[22] (s 15)

Primary Liquor Legislation

Title of permit/licence applicable for
school-related events

Liquor Licensing Act 1990 [22] and
Regulations [48]

Tasmania

South Australia

STATE / TERRITORY

Liquor permit (noncommercial) [19] (ss 47, 49)

Special Licence and ‘Continuing Special
Licence’[20] (s 57)

Australian Capital Territory
Liquor Act 2010 [19] and Fee
Detemination 2016 [49]

Liquor Act 2012 [20]

Northern Territory

$62.20 per day (unless exempt).[41] (Sch1)

Varies according to numbers
attending: $107 for up to 500
people, $219 for 501–1000,
$1098 for up to 5000, $2197
for 5001–10,000, $4401 for
over 10,000 people.[42] (Sch 3)

Single function - $80 online/ $150 paperbased. Multi-function - $500 application
and $100 base annual fee thereafter plus
variable charge.[39] (Sch 1)

Cost of permit/licence $ (at August
2015)

$56.80 (if no other liquor licence held $105.30 otherwise).[40] (Pt 5)

Alcohol consumed on premises, sold in
open containers. For exempt (fundraising)
functions, food and free water must be
provided, single bar operating, service
limited to 4 h. [16] (s 6(5), 38(1))

Restrictions associated with permit/
licence

Service of alcohol must be
‘ancillary’ to purpose of the
event. All events must be
supervised by a certified
‘Approved Manager’ and all
bar staff must hold a RSA
certificate.[42] (r 8A).

Since 16 July 2011, licence no
longer required for ‘small
occasional functions’ (fewer
than 100 attending - served
for up to 2 h - or fewer than
75 - served for up to 4 h)
provided they start after 6 am
and finish by 10 pm. [42] (r
8A), [46].

Sale of alcohol at a function,
or series of functions, over
period up to 21 days, generally
for immediate
consumption.Applies also to
provision of alcohol paid for
by ticket or entry fee. [21] (s
59(1))

Occasional liquor licence[21]
(s 59)

Liquor Control Act 1988 [21]
and Liquor Control
Regulations [42]

Western Australia

Maximum of 6 one-off events or ‘seaFor exempt functions, at which consumption
son’ of three months or 12 market stalls of alcohol is ‘ancillary’ to purpose, must be
in a year.[17] (ss 14(1)–(1B))
sold in open containers, over 8 h only (not
before 7 am or after midnight).[18] (s 13(b)-(c))

Since 1 July 2013, permits no longer
required for ‘fundraising’ events run for the
benefit of ‘the community’, including raffles
in which liquor is ‘part of the prize’.[18] (ss
13–14, [43])

Alcohol sold for immediate consumption Sale and consumption of alcohol at events
or as a fundraiser [17] (ss 14, 26)
run by ‘community organisations’ on
‘temporary or one-off basis’.Since 2013,
only applicants for ‘high risk’ events are
required to describe the license setting
and provide an event management plan.
[18] (ss 107B–D, [43])

Temporary limited licence[17] (s 14)

Liquor Control Reform Act 1998 [17]
and Regulations 2009 [40]

Liquor Act 2007 [16] and Regulations
2008 [39]

Relevant Liquor Legislation

Victoria

New South Wales

STATE / TERRITORY

Table 1 Licensing legislation (Acts and Regulations) and requirements, that apply to schools, for each Australian state and territorya,b
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Alcohol served free of charge, provided
this is not attached to cover charge,
meal cost or ‘donation’. Won in raffle
etc. [22] (ss 4, 29, 129)

Repeated requests for a limited licence
may lead to denial of such a licence
and diversion to another form of
licence.[22] (s 41(5))

$79 per function per day, but may be
waived if function is held for charitable
or community benefit, extending
beyond members of organisation itself.
[47] (Sch 3)

Exemptions from requirement for
permit

Restrictions associated with permit/
licence

Cost of permit/licence $ (at August
2015)

Sale of alcohol for consumption
on or off premises (by nonprofit organisation), according
to permit - may be related to
designated (possibly recurring)
event [19] (s 49)

Four categories: Annual permit
($392.60), 6 month permit ($196.30),
permit valid for 4–30 days ($166.10),
permit valid for less than 4 days ($60.40)
[48] (Sch 1)

Sale of alcohol must be ancillary to
purpose of event [48]

$20 for Special Licence, Continuing Special
Licence and renewal of Special Licence (no
published regulation stipulating fees) https://nt.gov.au/industry/hospitality/liquorlicence-fees)

Alcohol consumed on permitted premises.
Where functions involve minors, only wine
and low-alcohol beer, and service restricted
to two hours in late afternoon (conditions
at the discretion of the D-G and Minister).[20] (ss 59, 59A)
$45 (retail value of liquor sales
less than $2070) or $159
(liquor sales over $2070) [49]
(Sch 1)

Alcohol provided free of charge or BYO, Private functions where alcohol served free Private function with fewer than
or as component of hamper not
of charge [20] (s 4)
30 attending [19] (s 12(2))
consumed on premises. [22] (ss 3, 5)

Sale of alcohol on a one-off or intermittent Sale or supply of alcohol at functions run
basis, at functions in unlicensed premises, by community organisations.
including where just an entry fee is
involved [22] (ss 3, 15)

b

The table includes corresponding sections (s/ss), rules (r), parts (Pts) and schedules (Sch) of the primary and subordinate legislation to which the requirements refer
In the last five years, there have been changes to liquor licensing legislation in NSW, Queensland and WA. The data in this study precedes the changes in NSW and Queensland but not in WA where the legislation
changed in 2011

a

Sale or supply of alcohol at a ‘special
occasion’ or series of such occasions (of
1–30 days duration, but authority may
extend ‘in special circumstances’).[22] (s
41(1), (2))

Circumstances when licence/permit
required

Table 1 Licensing legislation (Acts and Regulations) and requirements, that apply to schools, for each Australian state and territorya,b (Continued)
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Table 2 Average annual liquor licences per 100 schools and annual licence totals, by type of school and year level; percentage
distributions of length of licence and whether children present at events for which licence was held—selected Australian states
State
Year

New South Wales
2014

Victoria
2013

Queensland
2012

Western Australia
2014

Total

Average annual licences per 100 schoolsa (annual licence totals in parentheses)
Type of school
Catholic

1.5 (9)

30.0 (146)

133.7 (393)

21.6 (35)

38.1 (583)

Independent

1.8 (6)

65.0 (134)

115.4 (210)

62.6 (87)

50.9 (437)

Public

0.4 (8)

19.3 (294)

39.5 (489)

0.8 (6)

14.0 (797)

Primary

0.4 (9)

23.0 (357)

50.3 (580)

6.5 (44)

18.0 (990)

Secondary

1.6 (8)

21.1 (71)

73.5 (186)

1.9 (2)

22.1 (267)

Year levels

Combined

1.3 (6)

44.1 (146)

105.5 (326)

27.5 (82)

40.1 (560)

State Total

0.7 (23)

25.9 (574)

63.7 (1,092)

11.9 (128)

22.5 (1,817)

Not available

87.2

Length of licence
1 day

Percentage distribution
93.3

72.7

2-14 days

4.9

5.9

25.0

More than 14 days

7.8

0.8

2.3

Total

100.0

100.0

100.0

Children presentb
Yes

Percentage distribution
31.5

60.9

Not

No

Not available

68.5

39.1

available

Total

100.0

100.0

a. 100*(Total number of licences)/(Total number of schools). Number of schools in New South Wales 2014, Victoria 2013, Queensland 2012 and Western Australia
2014 sourced from Australian Bureau of Statistics 2015. Schools, Australia, 2014, catalogue number 4221.0,\Canberra. The ‘Combined’ year level includes P–12 with
pre-schools, kindergartens and early-learning centres, and all special schools.
b. Victoria: outside events assumed to have children present; Queensland: coding of qualitative text.

The relatively high rates of annual licences issued to
Queensland schools may reflect the lack of education
department policy [14]. Similarly, the relatively high
rates of annual rates of licences issued to Victorian
schools may reflect the devolution of decision making
to Victorian school principals and councils [14, 23].
Equally, the restrictive policy of the NSW education department is consistent with the relatively low rates of licences issued to NSW schools [14, 25]. Liquor licensing
provides the legislative framework within which jurisdictional education departments and individual schools
must operate regarding alcohol at school events. The
liberalisation of liquor licensing laws may provide few
impediments to the consumption of alcohol at school
events where children are present so there is a need for
explicit education department policies to guide school
staff and communities.
Independent and Catholic schools are not bound by government education department policy on this issue. However, the trend within and across jurisdictions is consistent;
the annual rates of licences issued to Independent and
Catholic schools reflect or is higher than those in public
schools. The reason for this is unclear. It may be linked to
the informal adoption of education department policies by

Independent and Catholic schools. Alternatively, it may reflect underlying alcohol norms within school communities.
Qualitative interviews with Victorian public and Catholic
secondary school principals suggest there are a range of
views regarding the acceptability of adults’ use of alcohol
within school communities and sectors [8]. Reviews of
Catholic and Independent schools’ policy on this issue need
to highlight these differences and ensure their practices are
consistent with ensuring the sectors uphold teaching about
alcohol and adopt a health promotion approach by developing alcohol-free events when children are present.
There have been some reports of alcohol-related violence
at school events [28] but little is known about potential
long-term benefits or harms for children associated with
alcohol use at primary and secondary school events (on or
off premises). Currently, there are Australian guidelines
recommending alcohol not be used in school fundraising
events [29]. However, this is not reflected in the liquor licensing laws and there is no national government-endorsed
strategic document which specifically addresses the use of
alcohol at school events when children are present. The
guidelines may be more accessible if they were incorporated
into the relevant sector education department policies and
national guidelines for low-risk drinking.
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The increased social marketing of alcohol products
means that children are exposed to alcohol at many
social events [30, 31]. While the prohibition of alcohol
at all events is not acceptable [11], the World Health
Organization (WHO) supports the development of
alcohol-free environments particularly when children
people are present [32]. School communities, parents
and peers can influence children’s initiation and use of
alcohol [33–36] so the normalisation of alcohol at
school events may undermine messages about alcohol
in the school curriculum and efforts to develop
alcohol-free environments when children are present.
Adults who support drinking at school events in the
presence of children are significantly more likely to
have higher alcohol consumption scores [10] so there is
a need to support school principals/councils/boards/
parents about the potential harms associated with these
practices.
Our reports of the use of alcohol at school events, when
children are present, are likely to be conservative. The
analysis only applies to the granting of licences for the sale
of alcohol and so does not include events where applications were not made or approved. Nor does the data
account for occasions when a licence is not required [ie.
alcohol is provided free of charge and/or brought to the
school (bring your own – BYO)] by event attendees. These
events remain largely unrecorded and undescribed [8].
Similarly our data does not include school events that
were held off-site at a licensed premise with a permanent
licence. This may explain our finding of no difference in
licensing rates by school location. Rates of alcohol consumption in rural and remote Australia are consistently
higher than those in metropolitan areas [37]. The frequency of off-site functions, BYO and/or supplied alcohol
at school events in rural areas may exceed that which is
accounted for by licensing data.
This descriptive study had limitations. By design, it
cannot determine causality. Licensing data were not
available for all Australian States and Territories and
there was some variation in the timeframes (2012–14) of
the data provided by jurisdiction. Our analysis predates
changes in NSW and Queensland legislation allowing
“small occasional functions” in schools without a liquor
licence. However, this is not the case for WA, so licensing data for that state is unlikely to capture the full
scale of school alcohol-events. We excluded the NT because of the additional alcohol restrictions in remote
Indigenous communities [20] and were unable to adjust
our estimates to exclude schools in the many remote
communities in WA which have introduced additional
similar alcohol controls [21]. These restrictions may
result in an underestimation of the rate of licences
granted to those schools in communities where alcohol
is allowed.
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While there are different licensing requirements across
jurisdictions, greater consistency between data recording
formats for temporary licensing would assist in the
ongoing monitoring and potential impact of changes in
licensing legislation, not only for school events, but for a
range of settings when children are present. In light of
the ongoing liberalisation of liquor licensing, further
research is needed to examine the impact of interventions aimed at supporting school communities to use
evidence-based approaches when using alcohol at school
events.

Conclusions
To our knowledge, this is the first study to examine the
requirements for Australian schools to obtain a liquor licence and to use liquor licensing data to quantify the
prevalence of events at which alcohol is served in
schools in the presence of children. Australia has a high
level of alcohol use by global standards [32], and within
the Australian context alcohol produces a high burden of
disease and associated costs [38]. The results of this study
suggest there are inconsistencies in liquor licensing requirements and the use of alcohol at school events across
jurisdictions. Current practices are not consistent with
WHO recommendations regarding alcohol-free environments when children are present. In the last decade, the
circumstances in which Australian schools are required to
apply for a liquor licence so that alcohol can be provided/
consumed in the presence of children have been reduced
in some jurisdictions. This means there is an important
role for education department policy and school communities to educate, monitor and evaluate the use of alcohol
at school events; particularly when children are present.
Abbreviations
BYO: bring your own; NSW: New South Wales; US: United States;
WA: Western Australia; WHO: World Health Organization
Acknowledgements
The authors wish to thank Ardel Shamsullah, Jarrod Verity, Hannah Punton
and Cathy Ward who assisted with the data coding and cleaning. We also
wish to thank the state licensing authorities who provided the data.
Availability of data and materials
The datasets analysed during the current study are not publicly available but
may be requested from the relevant state licensing authorities.
Funding
The study was not externally funded.
Ethics approval and consent to participate
Approval for secondary data analysis was provided by Monash University
Human Research Ethics Committee (2014–5650-5479).
Consent for publication
Not applicable.
Competing interests
The authors declare that they have no competing interests.

Ward et al. BMC Public Health (2018) 18:72

Publisher’s Note
Springer Nature remains neutral with regard to jurisdictional claims in
published maps and institutional affiliations.
Author details
1
School of Rural Health, Monash University, PO Box 666, Bendigo, VIC 3552,
Australia. 2Alcohol and Drug Foundation, Melbourne, Australia. 3School of
Health and Related Research, University of Sheffield, Sheffield, UK. 4National
Drug Research Institute, Curtin University, Perth, Australia. 5School of
Medicine and Public Health, University of Newcastle, Newcastle, Australia.
Received: 13 December 2016 Accepted: 19 July 2017

References
1. Viner RM, Taylor B. Adult outcomes of binge drinking in adolescence:
findings from a UK national birth cohort. J Epidemiol Community Health.
2007;61:902–7.
2. Jackson KM, Barnett NP, Colby SM, Rogers ML. The prospective association
between sipping alcohol by the sixth grade and later substance use. J Stud
Alcohol Drugs. 2015;76(2):212–21.
3. Ennett ST, Jackson C, Bowling JM, Dickinson DM. Parental socialization and
Children’s susceptibility to alcohol use initiation. J Stud Alcohol Drugs. 2013;
74(5):694–702.
4. Teesson M, Newton NC, Barrett EL. Australian school-based prevention
programs for alcohol and other drugs: a systematic review. Drug Alcohol
Rev. 2012;31(6):731–6.
5. Hasselle D. School to serve alcohol at its fundraiser In: The Lens. 23
September 2013. [http://thelensnola.org/2013/09/23/school-to-servealcohol-at-its-fundraiser/].
6. Boffey D: Call to stop alcohol at primary school events In: The Observer. 9
March 2014. [https://www.theguardian.com/society/2014/mar/08/ban-alcoholprimary-school-events-swanswell].
7. Critchley C: A beer in there. In: The Herald Sun News Corporation; 2013: 41.
8. Ward BM, Buykx P, Munro G, Wiggers J. Are schools and alcohol a good
mix? A qualitative study of school principals' experiences of adults' alcohol
use in Australian secondary schools. BMJ Open. 2016:6(8).
9. Ward B, Kippen R, Buykx P, Munro G, Wiggers J. Principals' reports of adults'
alcohol use in Australian secondary schools. BMC Public Health. 2016:16(195).
10. Ward B, Kippen R, Buykx P, Gilligan C, Chapman K. Parents' level of support
for adults' purchase and consumption of alcohol at primary school events
when children are present. Drug and Alcohol Review. 2015;34:202–6.
11. Babor T, Caetano R, Casswell S, Edwards G, Giesbrecht N, Graham K, Grube
JW, Hill L, Holder H, Homel R, et al. Alcohol: no ordinary commodity:
research and public policy. Oxford: Oxford University Press; 2010.
12. WHO: Global Health Obsservatory data: License requirement for alcohol
production and retail sales 2016. [http://www.who.int/gho/alcohol/policies/
licensing/en/].
13. Roche A, Steenson T: Liquor licensing in Australia: an overview of the
legislative frameworks. In: Stemming the tide of alcohol: Liquor Licensing
and the public interest. edn. Edited by Manton E, Room R, Giorgi C, Thorn
M. Melbourne Foundation for Alcohol Research and Education in
collaboration with the University of Melbourne; 2014: 3.
14. Ward B, Buykx P, Munro G, Hausdorf K, Wiggers J. Review of policies and
guidelines concerning alcohol consumption and promotion in Australian
government schools. Health Promot J Austr. 2014;25(2):125–8.
15. NSW Government. Liquor Act 2007. [http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au].
16. Victorian Government. Liquor control reform act 1988. [http://www.legislation.
vic.gov.au/Domino/Web_Notes/LDMS/LTObject_Store/LTObjSt7.nsf/DDE300
B846EED9C7CA257616000A3571/2807AAFE1BC8FC95CA257B9A00820A84/$
FILE/98-94aa071%20authorised.pdf].
17. Queensland Government. Liquor Act 1992. [https://www.legislation.qld.gov.
au/LEGISLTN/CURRENT/L/LiquorA92.pdf].
18. Australian Capital Territory Government: Liquor Act 2010. [http://www.
legislation.act.gov.au/a/2010-35/current/pdf/2010-35.pdf].
19. Northern Territory Government: Liquor Act 2012.[ http://dcm.nt.gov.au].
20. WA Government: Liquor Control Act 1988.[ https://www.slp.wa.gov.au/
legislation/statutes.nsf/main_mrtitle_546_homepage.html].
21. Tasmanian Government: Liquor licensing act 1990. [http://www.thelaw.tas.
gov.au/tocview/index.w3p;cond=;doc_id=44%2B%2B1990%2BAT%40EN%
2B20140207080000;histon=;prompt=;rec=;term=].

Page 8 of 9

22. South Australian Government: Liquor Licensing Act 1997.[ http://www.
legislation.sa.gov.au/LZ/C/A/LIQUOR%20LICENSING%20ACT%201997/
CURRENT/1997.65.UN.PDF].
23. Department of Education and Training: Alcohol: School Policy & Advisory
Guide: Victorian Government 2016. [http://www.education.vic.gov.au/
school/principals/spag/safety/Pages/alcohol.aspx].
24. Department of Education Training and Employment: Drug Education
and Intervention in Schools. Version 4.0. Brisbane: Queensland
Government July 2012.
25. Education & Communities: Drugs in School Policy. NSW Government July 2010.
[https://education.nsw.gov.au/policy-library/policies/drugs-in-schools-policy].
26. Australian Standard Geographical Classification (ASGC) Digital Boundaries,
Australia [http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/mf/1259.0.30.
001?OpenDocument].
27. Australian Bureau of Statistics: 4221.0 Schools, Australia, Canberra 2015.
[http://www.abs.gov.au/AUSSTATS/abs@.nsf/Lookup/4221.0Main
+Features392015?OpenDocument].
28. Munro G, Buykx P, Ward B, Rae J, Wiggers J. Adult drinking in Australian
schools. Aust N Z J Public Health. 2014;38(3):205–8.
29. Australian National Council on Drugs (ANCD): School fundraising and
alcohol In. Canberra: ANCD; February 2011.
30. Hastings G, Anderson S, Cooke E, Gordon R. Alcohol marketing and
young People's drinking: a review of the research. J Public Health
Policy. 2005;26:296–311.
31. Nicholls J. Everyday, everywhere: alcohol marketing and social
media—current trends. Alcohol Alcohol. 2012;47(4):486–93.
32. WHO: Global status report on alcohol and health. Luxembourg, Switzerland:
WHO; 2014.[ http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/112736/1/
9789240692763_eng.pdf].
33. Kendler KS, Gardner CO, Hickman M, Heron J, Macleod J, Lewis G, Dick DM.
Socioeconomic status and alcohol-related behaviors in mid- to late
adolescence in the Avon longitudinal study of parents and children. J Stud
Alcohol Drugs. 2014;75(4):541–5.
34. Ward BM, Snow PC. Factors affecting parental supply of alcohol to
underage adolescents. Drug Alcohol Rev. 2010;30(4):338–43.
35. Ferguson CJ, Meehan DC. With friends like these…: peer delinquency
influences across age cohorts on smoking, alcohol and illegal substance
use. Eur Psychiatry. 2011;26(1):6–12.
36. Jester JM, Wong MM, Cranford JA, Buu A, Fitzgerald HE, Zucker RA. Alcohol
expectancies in childhood: change with the onset of drinking and ability to
predict adolescent drunkenness and binge drinking. Addiction. 2014;
37. Miller PG, Coomber K, Staiger P, Zinkiewicz L, Toumbourou JW. Review of
rural and regional alcohol research in Australia. Aust J Rural Health. 2010;
18(3):110–7.
38. Cao C, Ogeil R, Lloyd B: Alcohol’s burden of disease in Australia. Canberra:
Foundation for Alcohol Research & Education and VicHealth in collaboration
with Turning Point; 2014.[ http://www.turningpoint.org.au/site/DefaultSite/
filesystem/documents/EMBARGO-FARE-Alcohol-Burden-of-disease-Report.pdf].
39. NSW Government Liquor Regulations. Sydney; 2008. http://www.austlii.edu.
au/au/legis/nsw/consol_reg/lr2008198/
40. Victorian Liquor Control Reform Regulations. Melbourne; 2009. http://www.
austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/consol_reg/lcrr2009375/
41. Victorian Liquor Regulations. Melbourne; 2002. http://www.legislation.vic.
gov.au/Domino/Web_Notes/LDMS/PubLawToday.nsf/a12f6f60fbd56800ca
256de500201e54/3608f6f60f6f988eca257d720018e0b5!OpenDocument
42. Western Australian Liquor Control Regulations. Perth; 1989. http://www.
austlii.edu.au/au/legis/wa/consol_reg/lcr1989306/
43. Queensland Liquor and Gaming (Red Tape Reduction) and other Legislation
Amendment Bill 2013. Queensland Goverment; 2013. https://www.
legislation.qld.gov.au/Bills/54PDF/2013/LiquorGamingRedTapeAmB13.pdf
44. New South Wales Liquor Legislation Amendment (Statutory Review) Act
2014. In.: NSW Government; 2014. https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/acts/
2014-76.pdf
45. Victorian Liquor Control Reform Act 1998 - Version incorporating
amendments as at 1 July 2010 http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/
consol_act/lcra1998266/s119.html
46. West Australian Liquor Control Act - Regulation 8B inserted in Gazette p.
2960–1. Perth: West Australian Government 2011. http://www.austlii.edu.au/
au/legis/wa/consol_reg/lcr1989306/s8b.html. [07-g0-01].pdf?OpenElement.
47. South Australian Liquor Licensing (General) Regulations. Adelaide; 2012.
https://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/LZ/C/R/

Ward et al. BMC Public Health (2018) 18:72

Page 9 of 9

LIQUOR%20LICENSING%20(GENERAL)%20REGULATIONS%202012/CURRENT/
2012.190.UN.PDF
48. Liquor and Accommodation Regulations In. Hobart; 2003. http://www.austlii.
edu.au/au/legis/tas/num_reg/laar20032003n96407/index.html
49. Australian Capital Territory Liquor (Fees) Amendment Determination.
Canberra; 2016. http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/di/2016-97/current/pdf/
2016-97.pdf

Submit your next manuscript to BioMed Central
and we will help you at every step:
• We accept pre-submission inquiries
• Our selector tool helps you to find the most relevant journal
• We provide round the clock customer support
• Convenient online submission
• Thorough peer review
• Inclusion in PubMed and all major indexing services
• Maximum visibility for your research
Submit your manuscript at
www.biomedcentral.com/submit

