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The Editor has retracted this article because concerns 
were raised about the use of ‘ever’ prevalence of pesticide 
poisoning to represent annual frequency in the extrapo-
lations by a reader and by Dunn et al. [1]. Expert assess-
ment has confirmed the validity of this concern and also 
concluded that the assumption of annual exposure for 
countries where the time frame is not reported is unreli-
able. The Editor therefore no longer has confidence in the 
results and conclusions presented.

All authors disagree with this retraction.
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The online version of the original article can be found at https://doi.
org/10.1186/s12889-020-09939-0.
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