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Abstract

Background: As the global shift toward non-communicable diseases overlaps with the unfinished agenda of
confronting infectious diseases in low- and middle-income countries, epidemiological links across both burdens
must be recognized. This study examined the non-communicable disease-infectious disease overlap in the specific
comorbidity rates for key diseases in an occupational cohort in Papua, Indonesia.

Methods: Diagnosed cases of ischaemic heart disease, stroke, hypertension, diabetes (types 1 and 2), chronic
obstructive pulmonary disease, asthma, cancer, HIV and AIDS, tuberculosis, and malaria were extracted from
22,550 patient records (21,513 men, 1037 women) stored in identical electronic health information systems from two
clinic sites in Papua, Indonesia. Data were collected as International Classification of Diseases, 10th Revision, entries
from records spanning January-December 2013. A novel application of Circos software was used to visualize the
interconnectedness between the disease burdens as overlapping prevalence estimates representing comorbidities.

Results: Overall, NCDs represented 38 % of all disease cases, primarily in the form of type 2 diabetes
(n = 1440) and hypertension (n = 1398). Malaria cases represented the largest single portion of the disease
burden with 5310 recorded cases, followed by type 2 diabetes with 1400 cases. Tuberculosis occurred most
frequently alongside malaria (29 %), followed by chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (19 %), asthma (17 %),
and stroke (12 %). Hypertension-tuberculosis (4 %), tuberculosis-cancer (4 %), and asthma-tuberculosis (2 %)
comorbidities were also observed.

Conclusions: The high prevalence of multimorbidity, preponderance of non-communicable diseases, and
extensive interweaving of non-communicable and infectious disease comorbidities highlighted in this cohort
of mining workers in Papua, Indonesia reflect the markedly double disease burden increasingly plaguing
Indonesia and other similar low- and middle-income countries – a challenge with which their over-stretched,
under-resourced health systems are ill-equipped to cope. Integrated, person-centered treatment and control
strategies rooted in the primary healthcare sector will be critical to reverse this trend.
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Background
On top of the unfinished agenda of combating infectious
diseases (IDs) in low- and middle-income countries
(LMICs), development, industrialization, urbanization,
and an aging population are driving a rising epidemic of
non-communicable diseases (NCDs). NCDs such as heart
disease, stroke, diabetes mellitus, cancer, asthma, and
chronic respiratory diseases now account for approxi-
mately 60 % of total mortality worldwide, with roughly
80 % of the chronic NCD deaths occurring in LMICs [1].
In particular, the South-East Asia region bears a dispro-
portionate portion of global disease overall [2] and has
faced a steadily rising NCD burden [3]. Countries like
Indonesia are thus heavily hit with a double burden of
concurrent infectious and non-communicable afflictions.
Indonesia’s increasing NCD burden is in line with the

growth of key metabolic risk factors including hyperten-
sion, high blood glucose, and obesity – primarily the in-
fluence of expanding lifestyle-related risk behaviours
such as poor diet, physical inactivity, and smoking. This
shifting disease burden is reflected in the ten leading
causes of Indonesia’s disability-adjusted life years, ranked
in 2010 as stroke, tuberculosis (TB), traffic accidents,
diarrhoea, cardiac ischemia, diabetes, lower back pain,
depression, respiratory infections, and neonatal encephal-
opathy [4]. Notably, NCDs occupy half of this list, includ-
ing the uppermost slot, while TB and diarrheal diseases
also persist as prominent causes of disability and death.
This intersection of old and new disease paradigms has
translated to an increased strain on the country’s existing
health care system, which has had to expand its scope
of services in order to deal with the increasing number of
NCD cases while at the same time coping with the on-
going burdens of TB, malaria, and HIV and AIDS.
Adding to the unprecedented task of addressing the

emerging double disease burden, Indonesia’s Ministry of
Health has recently introduced a universal healthcare
scheme that will endeavour to provide healthcare access
for over 180 million people distributed across its vast, vari-
ously populated archipelago, with plans to expand coverage
to all remaining citizens by 2019 [5]. Significant complexity
has also been created by Indonesia’s decentralization policy
beginning in 2000, with the responsibility for budgeting
and development planning largely devolved to more than
539 autonomous regencies [6]. Moreover, Indonesian
health expenditure as a percentage of GDP, approximately

2.2 %, is below most of its South-East Asian neighbours,
which also score better on most other health indicators [7].
It is therefore imperative to better define Indonesia’s
current epidemiological panorama regarding area-specific
emerging disease patterns so as to effectively allocate re-
sources amongst its diverse localities.
Amongst Indonesia’s current 34 provinces, health indi-

cators in the two provinces on the western side of the is-
land of New Guinea (Papua and West Papua, hereafter
collectively referred to as ‘Papua’) remain the poorest in
Indonesia, wherein difficulties of access and availability
of health services result in a high proportion of the
population being under-served. Similar to patterns seen
in other LMICs, the rapid industrialization in Papua has
brought with it an increase in NCDs within a very short
time frame. Not only does Papua face the harshest ID
burden within Indonesia (and arguably most of Asia),
but it is now saddled with the emergence of NCD risk
factors and an associated NCD prevalence markedly
above national averages [8].
Numerous commentaries have highlighted the emer-

ging, concurrent burden of non-communicable and in-
fectious disease in LMICs, and the consequent negative
social, economic, and political effects [9–12]. However,
an underexplored question to be answered before setting
priorities and allocating (or reallocating) resources for
health beyond 2015 is whether the sharp demarcation
between IDs and NCDs, which is apparent in most pro-
jections of global mortality and disease burden, is justi-
fied when both may impact the same individuals and
societies with near equivalence. Some efforts to chal-
lenge this false dichotomy that has emerged between
NCDs and IDs in LMICs have been made [9]; however,
data that describe the potential interconnectedness be-
tween specific NCD and ID burdens is scant. Hence, this
epidemiological study aims to describe, for the first time,
the prevalence and distribution of overlapping NCDs
and IDs within a selected population in Papua, Indonesia
over a 12-month period by using medical surveillance
data from primary and secondary health facilities.

Methods
Study setting and participants
This research forms part of the ongoing Cardiovascular
Outcomes in a Papuan Population and Estimation of
Risk (COPPER) Study, set in a southern area of Papua
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Province, Indonesia. The study population comprised sur-
face and underground mine workers aged 18 to 68 years
who were employed by a multinational company and par-
ticipated in annual health examinations performed at two
mine-related health facilities from 1 January 2013 through
31 December 2013. One site (Kuala Kencana) is located
approximately 20 km from the district town of Timika
and the second (Tembagapura) within an isolated moun-
tainous area in the Papuan highlands, approximately
2000 m above sea level. At the time of this study, the
mining company employed approximately 22,558 people,
of whom 71 % worked at the highlands site (up to 4200 m
above sea level) and 29 % in the lowlands; 94 % were male,
with 70 % below the age of 45 years.

Data collection and analysis
The 1-year prevalences of ischaemic heart disease (IHD),
stroke, hypertension, diabetes (types 1 and 2), chronic
obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD), asthma, cancer,
HIV and AIDS, TB, and malaria were extracted from pa-
tient records stored in the electronic health information
systems of the two clinics for the period spanning 1
January-31 December 2013. Patient data are routinely
collected as part of standard clinical and public health
practice and stored in MS Access (Microsoft Corp,
Redmond, WA, USA). Data were available for 21,513
men and 1037 women (mean age: 44.0 ± 10.7 years).
Data were collected in the form of International Clas-

sification of Diseases (ICD)-10 entries. In cases where
multiple entries were present for a single patient, data
were pooled and all entries screened concurrently for
that patient. Extracted entries were filtered for the dis-
eases of interest, wherein comorbidities were identified
from any two of the relevant ICD-10 diagnostic codes in
a patient’s record. The proportion of comorbidity was
calculated for each disease as the percentage of total
cases occurring conjointly with each of the other ten dis-
eases of interest. Patients that presented more than once
for the same disease within the 12-month period were
recorded only once for that disease.

Data visualization: Circos
The Circos software package [13] was then used to
visualize the comorbidity relationships among sampled
diseases as well as the individual burden of disease rep-
resented by total number of cases for each disease. The
resulting visualization takes the form of a circular
weighted graph, what we have termed a multimorbidity
wheel. Each disease is represented by a separate colour.
Given the small number of retrieved cases for both HIV
and AIDS, both where group together. The outer periph-
ery of the wheel depicts the absolute number of cases
registered for each disease within the 12-month period.
For each disease, the length of the outer arc represents

the total sum of cases. Cases within a disease that also
presented with a second disease are visualized as an in-
ternal ribbon, linking the two. The size (width) of the
ribbon represents the relative frequency of this relation-
ship; i.e., apparent relationships that are more frequent
are more visually obvious [13].
Kryzwinski et al. [13] originally introduced Circos as a

data visualization software showing the chromosomal re-
lationships between various biological species. However,
the tool is also an effective means of representing other
data, with the circular layout ideal for exploring relation-
ships between various entities. Herein, we use the soft-
ware to show the interconnectedness between different
disease burdens present in the study sample.

Ethics statement
This study utilized secondary data collected as part of
routine operations of the sampled health facilities. Thus,
it was difficult to obtain informed consent retrospect-
ively from the employees concerned. As only anonymous
data are used herein, it was judged unnecessary to
collect such consent for the purposes of this study. All
data collected were properly secured and accessible only
to the authors conducting the analyses. Study protocols
were reviewed and approved by the Science Review
Committee of International SOS.

Results
Women (n = 812) represented 3.6 % of the total sample.
Mean age was 39.5 ± 8.1 years for men and 36.8 ± 7.6 years
for women. Papuan employees made up roughly one-
third of the study population, while non-Papuan
Indonesians and foreign nationals represented 62.4
and 3.3 %, respectively.
Table 1 presents the recorded comorbidity proportions

of 8856 outpatient and inpatient cases between the 11
diseases, while Fig. 1 visualizes the overlapping disease
burdens using a Circos-generated multimorbidity wheel.
The most common comorbidity was malaria, with
29.2 % of all such cases also having TB. This high co-
morbidity rate was followed closely by hypertension
cases also having presented with an episode of stroke
during the study period – 23.1 %. The proportion of
hypertensive cases presenting with type 1 diabetes was
21.2 %, and the proportion of malaria cases with COPD
was 19.6 %.
The individual prevalences of diseases are organized

circularly along the periphery of the wheel. Ribbons
connecting segments refer to a comorbidity between
the two diseases represented. The relative width of lines is
proportional to comorbidity rates. Each disease is assigned
a specific colour; comorbidities have the same colour as
the origin and the width indicates its relative prevalence in
the study population.
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Malaria cases represent the largest portion of the
multimorbidity wheel’s outer ring (Fig. 1), with 5310
recorded cases, followed by diabetes with 1400 cases.
From a broader disease perspective, NCDs represented
38 % (n = 3401) of all categorized cases, with the majority
of NCD cases being type 2 diabetes (n = 1440) and hyper-
tension (n = 1398).
Malaria also presented most frequently with at least

one NCD comorbidity. Among malaria cases, 19.6 also
had COPD, followed by 17.4 with asthma, 11.5 with
stroke, 5.1 with IHD, 4.5 with type 2 diabetes, and 4.5 %
with any type of cancer. TB, meanwhile, overlapped with
hypertension (4.2), cancers (4.0), and asthma (2.1 %).
HIV and AIDS did not appear comorbidly with any of
the measured NCDs, though a substantial number of
people living with HIV and AIDS also presented with
malaria (14.4) and TB (6.0 %).

Discussion
Using novel visualization techniques, this study presents
the complex weave of NCD-ID interconnectedness at
work among employees of a major mining operation in a
remote, generally under-resourced, area of Indonesia.
The findings have important implications for health
system reform both at the clinical and at the broader,
public health level.

Clinical pathways and implications
A gamut of overlapping agents, pathways, outcomes,
and co-factors characterizes the recognized correlations
and complex causal links between NCD and ID burdens
[14]. The basis of these overlapping burdens is both
biological and social, involving augmented risk of disease
development and/or exacerbated disease severity, with bi-
directional interrelationships in some cases. For example,

diabetes and tobacco smoking increase susceptibility to
TB [15], and between 15–20 % of cancers have infectious
origins [16]. Meanwhile, the risk factors associated with
poverty, unhealthy lifestyles, tobacco use, and alcohol
abuse are common to NCDs and IDs alike [17–19].
The association between malaria infection and risk of

more severe TB outcomes is known [20–22]. In this
workforce study sample, cancers were connected to both
malaria and TB cases. Considering that the study was
conducted in a high-burden TB and malaria area (with
the highest comorbidity rate recorded between these
two IDs), this may be incidental, similar with the variety
of NCDs also observed in combination with malaria.
However, a potential causal connection is supported by
an extensive field of oncological-ID associations [23]. At
the molecular level, infectious agents may be significant
initiators of mutations and the dysregulated cellular pro-
liferation that follows [24].
For cardiovascular disease (CVD), recognition of the

link with IDs, as observed between malaria and stroke,
IHD, and hypertension, and between TB and hyperten-
sion in this study, dates back to the late 1800s, and more
recently in research associating CVD primarily with be-
havioural and genetic risk factors [25]. There is an in-
creased risk of CVD in the presence of infectious agents
such as Helicobacter pylori, cytomegalovirus, periodontal
bacteria, and Chlamydophila pneumonia [26]. Antibiotic
treatments for the prevention of cardiovascular events and
modified lipid metabolism following viral infection [27]
are two other associations linking both disease groups.
The NCD-ID connection may also be mutually reinfor-

cing, as reflected in the asthma-TB overlap highlighted
in this study. Chronic lung diseases have been identified
in various settings as a risk factor for both TB develop-
ment [28, 29] and TB recurrence [30]. Their frequent

Table 1 Comorbidity proportions between defined non-communicable and infectious diseases

Disease II

Disease I IHD HTN Stroke DM I DM II All Cancer COPD Asthma Malaria TB HIV and AIDS

IHD - - - - - 1.79 % - - - -

HTN 19 % 23.08 % 21.21 % - 1.12 % 5.36 % 10.12 % - 4.17 % -

Stroke - - - - - - - - - -

DM I - - - - - - 0.40 % - - -

DM II 6.33 % 5.36 % - 0.00 % 1.12 % 1.79 % 1.62 % - - -

All Cancer - - - - - - - - - -

COPD 1.79 % - - - - - 6.07 % - - -

Asthma - - - - - - - - 2.08 % -

Malaria 5.06 % 8.80 % 11.54 % - 4.51 % 4.49 % 19.64 % 17.41 % 29.17 % 14.43 %

TB - - - - - 4 % - - - 6 %

HIV and AIDS - - - - - - - - - 3 %

Note. IHD ischaemic heart disease, HTN hypertension, DM diabetes mellitus, COPD chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, TB tuberculosis, HIV and AIDS human
immunodeficiency virus/acquired immune deficiency syndrome
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comorbidity is likely because the two diseases share a
common set of risk factors; prolonged exposure to
cigarette smoke and air pollution are recognized risk
factors for development and exacerbation of asthma
[31, 32] and TB [33].

Public health implications
The compounding effects of multiple NCDs and IDs
underscored in this mining community necessitates a re-
thinking of the current model of policy planning and
healthcare delivery to better combat these two colliding
maelstroms. Particularly in resource-limited settings [12],

disease-specific approaches do not represent the most
efficient response [9, 11]. Recognizing that NCDs and IDs
share linked origins, the health systems to cope with can-
cer and diabetes, for example, share many similarities with
those needed to handle common IDs. More traditional ap-
proaches to global health need to be reassessed, with
greater emphasis on multidisciplinary collaboration and
site-specific integrated strategies [34].
Indonesia is currently proposing major health system

reforms, which presents a unique opportunity to com-
bine both NCD and ID challenges with integrated novel
approaches [9]. Indonesia aims to provide equitable and

Fig. 1 Multimorbidity wheel showing relationships between non-communicable and infectious disease burdens
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essential-level healthcare country-wide via a universal
healthcare scheme, which is a significant departure from
the existing health system delivery model. The increased
cost associated with expanding healthcare will likely
impact or preclude other major capital infrastructural
investments needed in Papua, necessitating utilization of
the existing resources to deliver coverage for escalating
NCDs. For example, the integration of diabetes monitor-
ing into existing point-of-care electronic medical record
systems for directly observed TB therapy in Malawi [35],
or the establishment of NCD clinics that integrate HIV
and AIDS care with the management of diabetes and
hypertension in Cambodia [36] demonstrate the possibil-
ity of merging service delivery for both disease groups
without the need to significantly scale up existing infra-
structure. Similarly, in China, India, and other countries
with high burdens of both disease groupings, large-scale
programs for dual screening and management are now be-
ing rolled out [37].
A major challenge of ID control is the improvement of

epidemiological surveillance and prevention, case detection
and management, and increased efforts towards the elim-
ination/eradication of diseases. Meanwhile, the reduction
of metabolic and behavioural risk factors and unhealthful
environmental exposures are among the outstanding
challenges facing NCD control. Therefore, NCD and ID
prevention and control efforts need to be integrated in the
most cost-effective manner possible, focusing efforts on
conditions with the highest burden, especially those that
could impact a wider array of aliments.
Within the regulatory space of occupation health,

Indonesia has made grate strides to adhere with inter-
national norms and best practices as is the case of HIV
and AIDS [38]. However the Ministry of Manpower, the
regulatory body in charge of overseeing policy develop-
ment and implementation of occupation health standards
has yet to implement regulations targeting the number
one cost driver within workforce populations, NCDs [8]
Adopting regulatory measures to ensure both private and
public entities allocate resources to NCD prevention not
only falls in line with current international recommenda-
tions but will increase the nation’s ability to provide the
best population health outcomes for its people.

Primary healthcare system strengthening
A focus on NCDs can contribute substantially to strength-
ening the health system [39]. To address NCDs, a set of
functioning fundamental services for primary prevention,
screening, early detection, diagnosis, and treatment,
alongside systems for referral and follow-up are needed,
supported by adequate training of staff. Ultimately, the
double burden of disease requires integrated control
approaches that should begin in the primary healthcare
sector, with a focus on health promotion and disease

prevention strategies [40]. An optimal public health re-
sponse would target all common causes of disease, with
multiplied returns through investments and interventions
that address the causes underlying both IDs and NCDs
(e.g., food and nutrition policy, housing policy, employ-
ment, and provision of healthcare [10]).

Conclusions
Findings among mine workers in Papua, Indonesia high-
light the interrelationship between NCDs and IDs, suggest-
ing areas of potential synergy and cooperation in terms of
reducing comorbidity, risk, causation, and provision of
more comprehensive healthcare to a larger population.
The novel visualization of overlapping areas in the form of
the multimorbidity wheel draws attention to the intersec-
tions of various disease burdens illustrating relative com-
monalities, thus showing areas where further exploration
toward integration might be more meaningful and success-
ful. Because of the strong links between NCDs and IDs, it
is prudent that the two be addressed in a complementary
fashion by health financing and delivery systems.
The dearth of successful, large-scale, integrated NCD-

ID programs in LMICs challenges the health community
to rethink the future direction of global health. Moving
forward, public health research should strive to produce
pragmatic and site-appropriate solutions that integrate
NCD prevention programs into existing ID structures
via patient-centred, primary healthcare delivery models
[36]. By convening to align future strategies at this cross-
roads, stakeholders from each side will benefit from the
other’s experiences and lessons learned in healthcare de-
livery and research. Rather than NCDs and IDs being
positioned as disparate factions competing for limited
resources, the time has come for concerted moves to-
wards a non-competitive synergy to tackle both scourges
head-on.

Acknowledgements
We thank the COPPER Study Team, and all mine employees who made this
study possible. We gratefully acknowledge Seno Aji Wibowo and Fadjar
Simorangkir for assembling the Circos visualization data. RRF compiled and
analysed the data, conceived and designed the overall study, and drafted
the article. All other authors contributed to development and revision of the
article. All authors reviewed and approved the final article. Though DS and
JP are affiliated with the Center for Health Policy and Management, within
the Faculty of Medicine at Gadjah Mada University, the views expressed in
this publication do not necessarily represent the opinions or views of the
Center for Health Policy and Management or its affiliates. We are also
grateful to PT Freeport Indonesia, an affiliate of Freeport McMoRan Inc., for
the continued support towards improvement of the health and welfare in
their workforce and local communities.

Funding
The authors are funded by the PT Freeport, Freeport McMoRan Copper &
Gold Inc.

Availability of data and materials
Information about on-going research funded by International SOS and
PT Freeport, Freeport McMoRan Copper & Gold Inc. is available here;
https://www.internationalsos.com/medical-publications.

Rodriguez-Fernandez et al. BMC Public Health  (2016) 16:951 Page 6 of 7

https://www.internationalsos.com/medical-publications


Authors’ contributions
RRF compiled the data, conceived and designed the overall study, and
drafted the article. RA analyzed the data and contributed to development
and revision of the article. NN, DS and MB contributed to development and
revision of the article. All authors reviewed and approved the final article.

Competing interests
The authors declare that they have no competing interests.

Consent for publication
Not applicable.

Ethics approval and consent to participate
Not applicable.

Author details
1Non-Communicable Diseases, International SOS, London, UK. 2Department
of Public Health and Clinical Medicine, Epidemiology and Global Health,
Umeå University, Umeå, Sweden. 3Center for Health Policy and Management,
Faculty of Medicine, Gadjah Mada University, Yogyakarta, Indonesia.
4Freeport Public Health and Malaria Control, International SOS, Papua,
Indonesia. 5Department of Family Nursing, Graduate School of Medicine,
University of Tokyo, Tokyo, Japan. 6NCD Asia Pacific Alliance, Tokyo, Japan.

Received: 4 July 2016 Accepted: 2 September 2016

References
1. Daar AS, Singer PA, Persad DL, Pramming SK, Matthews DR, Beaglehole R, et

al. Grand challenges in chronic non-communicable diseases. Nature. 2007;
450(7169):494–6.

2. World Health Organization (WHO). 11 Questions About the 11 SEAR
Countries. New Delhi: WHO; 2007.

3. Guilbert JJ. The world health report 2002 - reducing risks, promoting
healthy life. Educ Health (Abingdon). 2003;16(2):230. doi:10.1080/
1357628031000116808.

4. Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation (IHME). Global Burden of Diseases
2010 Arrow Diagram - Indonesia. Seattle, WA: IHME; 2010. Available:
http://vizhub.healthdata.org/irank/arrow.php.

5. Indonesia strides towards universal health care. Lancet. 2014; 383(9911):2.
6. Suryahadi A, Widyanti W, Perwira D, Sumarto S, Elbers C, Pradhan M.

Developing a poverty map for Indonesia: an initiatory work in three
provinces. Jakarta: SMERU Research Institute; 2003.

7. World Bank. Health financing in Indonesia: a reform road Map conference
edition. Washington, DC: World Bank; 2011.

8. Ministry of Health Indonesia. Laporan Nasional: Riset Kesehatan Dasar
(Riskesdas). Jakarta: Ministry of Health, National Institute of Health Research
and Development; 2013.

9. Remais JV, Zeng G, Li G, Tian L, Engelgau MM. Convergence of non-
communicable and infectious diseases in low- and middle-income
countries. Int J Epidemiol. 2013;42(1):221–7.

10. Stuckler D, McKee M, Basu S. Commentary: the global health multiplier:
targeting common social causes of infectious and non-communicable
diseases. Int J Epidemiol. 2013;42(1):232–4.

11. Bygbjerg IC. Double burden of noncommunicable and infectious diseases in
developing countries. Science. 2012;337(6101):1499–501.

12. Boutayeb A. The double burden of communicable and non-communicable
diseases in developing countries. Trans R Soc Trop Med Hyg. 2006;100(3):191–9.

13. Krzywinski M, Schein J, Birol I, Connors J, Gascoyne R, Horsman D, et al.
Circos: an information aesthetic for comparative genomics. Genome Res.
2009;19(9):1639–45.

14. Bjerke W. The impact of infectious disease on chronic disease: a review of
contemporary findings. J Soc Behav Health Sci. 2011;5(1):45–57.

15. Dooley KE, Chaisson RE. Tuberculosis and diabetes mellitus: convergence of
two epidemics. Lancet Infect Dis. 2009;9(12):737–46.

16. Anand P, Kunnumakara AB, Sundaram C, Harikumar KB, Tharakan ST, Lai OS,
et al. Cancer is a preventable disease that requires major lifestyles changes.
Pharm Res. 2008;25(9):2097–116.

17. Lim SS, Vos T, Flaxman AD, Danaei G, Shibuya K, Adair-Rohani H, et al. A
comparative risk assessment of burden of disease and injury attributable to
67 risk factors and risk factor clusters in 21 regions, 1990–2010: a systematic

analysis for the Global Burden of Disease Study 2010. Lancet. 2012;
380(9859):2224–60.

18. Lozano R, Naghavi M, Foreman K, Lim S, Shibuya K, Aboyans V, et al. Global
and regional mortality from 235 causes of death for 20 age groups in 1990
and 2010: a systematic analysis for the global burden of disease study
2010. Lancet. 2012;380(9859):2095–128.

19. Murray CJ, Vos T, Lozano R, Naghavi M, Flaxman AD, Michaud C, et al.
Disability-adjusted life years (DALYs) for 291 diseases and injuries in 21
regions, 1990–2010: a systematic analysis for the global burden of disease
study 2010. Lancet. 2012;380(9859):2197–223.

20. Colombatti R, Penazzato M, Bassani F, Vieira CS, Lourenço AA, Vieira F, et al.
Malaria prevention reduces in-hospital mortality among severely ill
tuberculosis patients: a three-step intervention in Bissau, Guinea-Bissau.
BMC Infect Dis. 2011;11:57.

21. Frita RMRC. Malaria and Tuberculosis co-infection: role for Hemozoin
immunosuppression? Ph.D. Thesis, The University of Lisbon. 2014. Available:
http://repositorio.ul.pt/handle/10451/11435.

22. Enwere GC, Ota MO, Obaro SK. The host response in malaria and
depression of defence against tuberculosis. Ann Trop Med Parasitol.
1999;93(7):669–78.

23. Mollari M, Chinn BD. The etiological relationship of viruses and infection to
cancer. Bull Georgetown Univ Med Cent. 1949;3:106–9.

24. Ewald PW. An evolutionary perspective on parasitism as a cause of cancer.
Adv Parasitol. 2099;68:21–43.

25. Nelson K, Williams C, editors. Infectious disease epidemiology. 2nd ed.
Sudbury, MA: Jones and Bartlett Publishers; 2007.

26. Larsen MM, Moern B, Fuller A, Andersen PL, Ostergaard LJ. Chlamydia
pneumoniae and cardiovascular disease. Med J Aust. 2002;177:558–62.

27. Fabricant CG. Viruses: causal factors in atherosclerosis. Microbiol Sci. 1986;3:50–2.
28. Lienhardt C, Fielding K, Sillah JS, Bah B, Gustafson P, Warndorff D, et al.

Investigation of the risk factors for tuberculosis: a case–control study in
three countries in West Africa. Int J Epidemiol. 2005;34(4):914–23.

29. Inghammar M, Ekbom A, Engström G, Ljungberg B, Romanus V, Löfdahl CG,
et al. COPD and the risk of tuberculosis–a population-based cohort study.
PLoS One. 2010;5(4):e10138. doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0010138.

30. Pettit AC, Kaltenbach LA, Maruri F, Cummins J, Smith TR, Warkentin JV, et al.
Chronic lung disease and HIV infection are risk factors for recurrent tuberculosis
in a low-incidence setting. Int J Tuberc Lung Dis. 2011;15(7):906–11.

31. McLeish AC, Zvolensky MJ. Asthma and cigarette smoking: a review of the
empirical literature. J Asthma. 2010;47(4):345–61.

32. Kelly FJ, Fussell JC. Air pollution and airway disease. Clin Exp Allergy.
2011;41(8):1059–71.

33. Lin HH, Ezzati M, Murray M. Tobacco smoke, indoor air pollution and
tuberculosis: a systematic review and meta-analysis. PLoS Med. 2007;4(1):
e20. doi:10.1371/journal.pmed.0040020.

34. Marais BJ, Lönnroth K, Lawn SD, Migliori GB, Mwaba P, Glaziou P, et al.
Tuberculosis comorbidity with communicable and non-communicable
diseases: integrating health services and control efforts. Lancet Infect Dis.
2013;13(5):436–48.

35. Allain TJ, van Oosterhout JJ, Douglas GP, Joukes S, Gadabu OJ, Darts C, et al.
Applying lessons learnt from the ‘DOTS’ Tuberculosis Model to monitoring
and evaluating persons with diabetes mellitus in Blantyre, Malawi. Trop Med
Int Health. 2011;16(9):1077–84.

36. Janssens B, Van Damme W, Raleigh B, Gupta J, Khem S, Soy Ty K, et al.
Offering integrated care for HIV and AIDS, diabetes and hypertension
within chronic disease clinics in Cambodia. Bull World Health Organ.
2007;85(11):880–5.

37. WHO. International Union Against TB. Collaborative Framework on TB and
Diabetes. Geneva: WHO; 2011. Available: www.who.int/diabetes/
publications/tb_diabetes2011/en/index.html.

38. National AIDS Commission. National AIDS Commission. Indonesia: National
HIV and AIDS Strategy and Action Plan 2010–2014; 2010.

39. Samb B, Desai N, Nishtar S, Mendis S, Bekedam H, Wright A, et al. Prevention
and management of chronic disease: a litmus test for health-systems
strengthening in low- and middle-income countries. Lancet. 2010;
376(9754):1785–97.

40. Li L, Lin Y, Mi F, Tan S, Liang B, Guo C, et al. Screening of patients with
tuberculosis for diabetes mellitus in China. Trop Med Int Health.
2012;17(10):1294–301.

Rodriguez-Fernandez et al. BMC Public Health  (2016) 16:951 Page 7 of 7

http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/1357628031000116808
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/1357628031000116808
http://vizhub.healthdata.org/irank/arrow.php
http://repositorio.ul.pt/handle/10451/11435
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0010138
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pmed.0040020
http://www.who.int/diabetes/publications/tb_diabetes2011/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/diabetes/publications/tb_diabetes2011/en/index.html

	Abstract
	Background
	Methods
	Results
	Conclusions

	Background
	Methods
	Study setting and participants
	Data collection and analysis
	Data visualization: Circos
	Ethics statement

	Results
	Discussion
	Clinical pathways and implications
	Public health implications
	Primary healthcare system strengthening

	Conclusions
	Acknowledgements
	Funding
	Availability of data and materials
	Authors’ contributions
	Competing interests
	Consent for publication
	Ethics approval and consent to participate
	Author details
	References

